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Making History
Thirty-six years ago, the Wildlands League
was formed to defend Ontario’s oldest park
– Algonquin. Back in 1968, Algonquin 
had no plans for protecting wilderness or
wildlife, development and recreational use
were largely uncontrolled and, worst of all,
the park was being clearcut.

We’ve helped to change all of that.  
Our work has led to the establishment of major wilderness protection

zones and nature reserves in the park, stopped plans for hotels and

expanded highways, increased protection for park wildlife, particularly

the park’s threatened eastern wolf population, and ensured that this

hugely popular park is treated with care by its many visitors.

Unfortunately, logging still occurs in Algonquin, but practices have

changed dramatically for the better and large clearcuts are now a thing

of the past. CPAWS Wildlands League will continue to campaign for a

full logging phase-out in Algonquin and for restoring park ecosystems

that have been damaged by logging as part of our efforts to improve

the legal protection for all our parks and conservation reserves.
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From our work in the 1970s to get logging out of 

Quetico, Killarney and Lake Superior Provincial 

Parks to the 1998-99 Lands for Life process, which led to the 

creation of close to 400 new parks and conservation reserves, we 

have been front and centre in efforts to protect Ontario’s wild legacy – 

forests, wetlands and wildlife. Since CPAWS Wildlands League was 

established, Ontario has added more than 4 million hectares to its 

protected areas system.

We’ve combined our efforts to vastly expand Ontario’s network of pro-

tected areas with innovative campaigns to increase the protection of old-

growth forests, wildlife habitat, water sources and other forest values out-

side of parks by changing logging practices.

We have been national leaders in helping to establish the Forest

Stewardship Council (FSC) forestry certification process to reward good

forestry practices.We have pushed the provincial government to adopt 

some of the strongest logging regulations in the country. We’ve also 

established a precedent-setting process for ensuring that decision-

making about forest licences for industry is directly tied to new 

park creation – a world first.

We added 
millions of
hectares of
new protected
areas.
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Ontario’s northern boreal forest is at the

heart of one of the largest areas of intact

wild forest left on the planet. This globally

important forest has never been used for

industrial logging.Wildlife like caribou, bears

and wolves moving through these deep

forests rarely encounter a road or other

significant human disturbance.

In other words, this is a chance for a completely new approach to conservation. As First

Nations look at the potential for development in some areas to meet their pressing need

for economic, health and social benefits, we are working in partnership with them to

develop a conservation-first planning approach. Our vision is for a landscape where

development is the exception rather the rule.

We are also working to promote world-leading resource practices for all of our publicly

owned forests.We want to reduce the pressure on ecosystems and species like 

woodland caribou and wolverine that simply cannot coexist with roads, clearcuts and

other human-caused landscape changes. Through the FSC program, for example, we are

talking directly with forestry companies about establishing new protected areas, protecting

old forest habitat used by caribou, wolverine, marten and many other creatures, and

reducing the unhealthy forest fragmentation caused by logging roads.

We are also determined to make sure that lands protected today stay protected 

tomorrow by working with the Ontario government to reform the province’s outdated

parks legislation. We want to help the government fulfill its commitment to put the 

protection of ecological health first in a new Parks Act and to strengthen the legal 

protection of these critically important areas.
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Now we are
working to
protect
wilderness
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new scale.
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Innovation, partnership and practical solutions are our tools for 

delivering conservation.We work with a wide range of interests,

including First Nations, resource companies, government, communities

and other environmental organizations to shape creative and 

sustainable solutions to important conservation issues.

We look to the long term in our work to find sustainable solutions for

nature and communities.And we use our experience and expertise in conservation and resource

issues to lead fundamental change; whether it is creating a mechanism for establishing protected

areas as part of resource planning or new protected areas legislation that makes protection of

ecosystems and species the overriding priority for parks management.

Changing the 
conservation
landscape.
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Year in review:
• Supported the passage of the Kawartha Highlands Signature Site Act.The act made protect-

ing ecological integrity the No. 1 priority for management of this new provincial park. We
intend to make this a precedent for the review of Ontario’s protected areas legislation.

• Worked in partnership with government and industry to resolve the last barrier to desig-
nating over 100 of the parks created in Ontario’s Living Legacy land-use plan.We poured
over maps and created solutions where none existed to disentangle pre-existing mining
claims with new protected areas.

• Drew attention to the potential impact on rare sturgeon and water quality in Groundhog
River Provincial Park of a plan to pump mining wastewater into the river. We prevented
the mine waste pipeline from being built through the park, secured commitments to regular
water-quality testing from the company and drew attention to the need for better parks
legislation to protect waters within parks.

• Secured a commitment from now-Premier Dalton McGuinty to review and renew Ontario’s
outdated parks legislation. The current provincial parks legislation is over 50 years old and
was drafted at a time when Ontario had only eight parks. Today, the province has more
than 600 parks and conservation reserves.

Looking ahead:
• Thanks to our trail-blazing efforts, the province has announced a formal review of Ontario’s

protected areas legislation.As a formal process gets underway, we will be front and centre
advocating for strong legislation that puts the protection of species and ecosystems first in
parks management.

• We will be continuing with efforts to further expand Ontario’s parks system through the
innovative Room to Grow process that ties changes in forest industry wood allocations to
new protected-areas establishment.

Highlights

P r o t e c t i n g  t h e  L a n d

Parks
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Year in review:
• Led the development of the new national FSC boreal standard. It

includes strong commitments to the retention of old forests, alterna-
tives to clearcut logging and the designation of new protected areas
in forest licence areas being certified.

• Used our experience in engaging local community members, inter-
ested citizens and First Nation members in the official planning
process for the Whisky Jack Forest to inform our upcoming Citizens’
Guide to Forest Management. Field audits, workshops and an exami-
nation of harvest levels, all elements that were part of this project,
will all be invaluable in shaping our future work with the forest-plan-
ning process.

• Turned back attempts by regressive forest industry members to
include mandatory wood supply targets in the province’s master
rulebook for forestry. Instead, we ensured that it included growth in
protected areas whenever industry grows.

• Researched and wrote the first comprehensive Canadian report on
alternatives to clearcutting in boreal forests. We will use this report
to launch a discussion of how we can better protect forests and sen-
sitive species like woodland caribou during logging operations.

Looking ahead:
• Now that we have the standard right, we will make sure it works in

the forest.Working closely with forestry companies and forest audi-
tors, we will ensure that the new FSC boreal standard leads to real
conservation gains.

• Our next target is better forestry outside of FSC certified areas.We
will promote alternatives to clearcutting, better regulation and a more
balanced approach to forest planning throughout our public forest
lands.We want to bring the rest of industry along with the leaders
who are committed to FSC by enshrining its key requirements in regu-
lation.

• Harvest levels are key to good planning and good forestry, but until
now, these calculations were a black box we couldn’t see inside. Now
we have the expertise to open the box and see what choices are being
made and what tradeoffs between wood supply and wildlife habitat are
happening. We will use this research as a reality check for the upcom-
ing rewrite of the overarching guide for forestry in Ontario.

• Now that we have wood allocation tied to protected areas growth, we
need to support the new designations by providing wood supply analy-
sis.We will work with our conservation partners, companies and the
Ministry of Natural Resources to find an appropriate balance between
forest protection and industrial wood demand.

Forests
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Year in review
• Untouched, ecologically intact and culturally significant, the heart of the

boreal is the new frontier for resource development.We want to make
sure that any development here does not have the same disastrous impact
on wildlife and habitat that the business-as-usual approach has had south
of the current limit for forestry.

• We have been driving the growth in national and international attention
on this globally important boreal forest, with the Boreal Rendezvous canoe
journey on the Berens River and the national launch event for the entire
series of cross-Canada canoe journeys in Toronto.

• We signed a mutual cooperation agreement with the Pikangikum First
Nation, which has allowed us to be directly engaged in the development of
a sustainable land-use plan for the huge Whitefeather Forest area in north-
western Ontario.This is the first partnership agreement signed between
conservation groups and a First Nation in Ontario—key to doing business
differently in the boreal forest.

• Held a historic workshop with 17 conservation groups and nine First
Nations. More than 70 people met in Thunder Bay to discuss how we
could all work together to care for this globally significant forest.Another
first in conservation group/First Nation relations in Manitoba and Ontario.

Looking ahead:
• We need to know more about the northern boreal forest before develop-

ment shifts northward.We produced reports on the impacts of roads, the
habitat needs of woodland caribou and the importance of remote tourism.
This fuller picture will help inform our land-use planning work.

• We will continue our efforts to increase recognition of the global impor-
tance of the northern boreal region.We are planning a number of outreach
efforts, including a book launch tour for Rendezvous with the Wild, national
media campaigns and more.

• We will expand our efforts to work with First Nation communities in the
Northern Boreal Initiative planning area to ensure that they can fully develop
innovative new approaches to land use that put the protection of ecosys-
tems, species and traditional uses first.

• We will use the additional expertise of our parks and forestry staff to help
shape a comprehensive land-use approach that reverses the conventional
development-first planning model and that sets a precedent for a new way of
ensuring the long-term protection of these intact forests.

• We will work with our partners to support the designation of a World
Heritage Site in the ecologically intact and culturally rich region of Manitoba
and Ontario’s northern boreal region.

Northern
Boreal
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The Wildlands League is anticipating a very productive year for 

conservation in Ontario in 2004-05. We see a number of initiatives 

that have been in the planning and development stages coming to

fruition and producing on-the-ground conservation results this year,

including implementation of the new FSC boreal forestry standard 

and the designation of new protected areas under the Room to 

Grow framework.

We are also very excited about helping the Ontario government 

meet its commitments to reform the province’s protected-areas 

legislation; implement practical alternatives to massive clearcuts; and to 

undertake conservation-focused land-use planning for the globally impor-

tant northern boreal region. We will be deeply engaged in 

the process to develop a new provincial Parks Act, which began in 

the fall of 2004, and we will continue to reach out to northern 

communities and First Nations to talk about alternatives to the 

conventional development-first land-use model.

Meanwhile, our sector-leading work on reforming forestry will 

continue to encourage companies to adopt leading-edge standards 

for forestry practices and proven alternatives to clearcutting, while 

also ensuring that resource activities leave

room for continued expansion of our 

protected-areas system and protect habitat

for sensitive species like woodland caribou

and wolverine.

As always, CPAWS Wildlands League will

continue to look for opportunities to make

conservation a central part of day-to-day

decision making for governments and industry, rather than an 

afterthought. And we will continue to highlight why protecting 

wild spaces is the right choice for creating a healthy economy, healthy

communities and a healthy future for the people of Ontario.

The future 
looks bright.
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Janet Sumner
Executive Director

Gillian McEachern
Director, Forests

Anna Baggio
Director, Northern Boreal

Evan Ferrari
Director, Parks and 
Protected Areas

Chris Henschel
Manager, Forest Certification

Nicole Thouard
Director, Development

Dave Pearce
Conservation Analyst, Forests

Julee Boan
GIS Analyst, Northern Office

Chris Beck
Community Land Use Planner,
Northern Office

Lana Kevic
Executive Assistant

Aijun Zhang
Bookkeeper

Gord Henschel
Technical Support

Board Members Make a Difference.
A special thank you to our board for giving so much of their time, vision and passion.

Peter Carson 

Tom Clark

Richard Pither PhD

Justina Ray PhD

David Lang
President

Andrea Maenza
Vice President

Phil Shantz
Secretary

Brian Byrnes
Treasurer

Expertise. Energy. Vision.

Ernie Rovet

Constance Russell PhD

Charlotte Young PhD

Staff

Communications support provided by Green Living Communications



Planning
for the
long term

Financial Partners

The K M Hunter Foundation

The McLean Foundation

The Richard Ivey Foundation

The EJLB Foundation

Canadian Bar Law for the Future Fund

World Wildlife Fund Canada – 
Conservation Science and Solutions Fund

Mountain Equipment Co-op

TD Friends of the Environment Foundation

George Cedric Metcalf Charitable Foundation

Sustainability Network

Human Resources Development Canada

Global Forest Watch

Wildlife Conservation Society

Canadian Boreal Initiative

The Financial Picture
Every dollar of every donation is considered a sacred investment

toward our shared vision and values for wild spaces, where wildlife

thrives, water is clean and the majesty of wilderness can touch us all

for generations to come.

CPAWS Wildlands League manages our finances with the same responsi-

bility as we do our conservation concern.The most important issue for

us is to maximize every dollar that is given. Our fundraising costs are

nine percent and our finance and administrative costs are five percent.

The rest goes directly to our conservation efforts.

We cherish each and every one of our donors and funders.Thank

you so very much for participating in our work.
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52% New Protected Areas 

18% Parks 

86% Conservation Programs

9% Development,
Education & Outreach

5% Finance and Adminstration

30% Forests 

80% Foundations

16% Individual Gifts

1% Earned Income

3% Expense Recovery

Revenue

Conservation Spending

Expenditures
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CPAWS Wildlands League
Over 400 new parks.

And millions of hectares 
treated with greater care.



Join us — Protect the Spaces You Love

380-401 Richmond St.W.

Toronto, Ontario, M5V 3A8

phone (416) 971-9453 (WILD)

fax (416) 979-3155 

www.wildlandsleague.org

Northern Office 

c/o Confederation College 

Forestry Centre 

2400 Nipigon Rd.

Thunder Bay, ON


