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DEC 2 1 2006

Ms. Gillian McEachem

and

—  Ms. Anna Baggio

Dear Ms. McEachermn and Ms. Baggio:

RE:  Application for a Review of the need for a new policy for comprehensive land use
planning in the Far North area of the province
EBRO File Number: 05SEER005.R

Thank you for your application for a review under the Environmental Bill of Rights of the need
for a new policy for comprehensive land use planning in the Far North area of the province. We
appreciate the amount of time and effort that you have invested to bring this matter to our
attention. The ministry takes these applications very seriously. We considered your concerns at
length and reviewed how our acts, regulations and approvals process take northern issues into
account.

In assessing your application, the ministry included the participation of ministry staff from the
Northern Region and the Environmental Assessment and Approvals Branch. The ministry also
consulted with staff of the Ministry of Natural Resources, the Ministry of Northern Development
and Mines, the Ministry of Energy and the Ontario Secretariat of Aboriginal Affairs. The
assessment was based on the evidence provided in the application and information found in
ministry files.

After thoroughly considering all the information available and the requirements of the EBR, I
have determined that a review is not warranted. The full rationale for my decision on the issues
that you have raised, is outlined in the attached decision summary.
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The ministry recognizes community stakeholders as important partners in the delivery of
environmental protection programs. We appreciate and respect your concerns associated with
protecting the environment of the Far North,area.

In the event that you have any qucsticrﬁs regarding the above, please contact Clarke Kirkland,
Program Support Coordinator, at (416) 314-8688.

Sincerely yours,
LO _ué-'\a Maﬁ
Michael J. Williams
ssistant Deputy Mimster, Operations Division
Ministry of the Environment '

Attachment

¢: P. Lapp, Environmental Commissioner's Office
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