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Office of Energy Supply

November 22, 2005

Ms. Anna Baggio
Ms. Gillian McEachern

Dear Ms. Baggio and Ms. McEachern:

RE: Environmental Bill of Rights, Application for Review, File No. R2005008
Your August, 2005 Environmental Bill of Rights Application for Review, The Need for
Northern Boreal Comprehensive Land Use Strategy, was sent by the Environmental

Commissioner of Ontario to the Ministry of Energy for examination for review.

After examining the Application, we have concluded that no review of the Application is
needed. Our reasons are as follows:

+ Existing regulatory processes provide environmental protection.
« Since 2005 Ministry of Natural Resources has been undertaking an exercise to
explore potential approaches for land use planning in Ontario's far north.

In support of our conclusion, | have enclosed a copy of Ministry of Energy’s Notice of
Decision.

Thank you for your efforts in support of sound planning in Northern Ontario.

Sincerely,

Rick Jennings
Assistant Deputy Minister (A)



MINISTRY OF ENERGY
EBR APPLICATION FOR A REVIEW
THE NEED FOR NORTHERN BOREAL
COMPREHENSIVE LAND USE STRATEGY BEFORE RESOURCE
ALLOCATION DECISIONS ARE MADE
NOTICE OF DECISION
(EBRO File No. R2005008)

INTRODUCTION

+ The Application (EBRO File No. R2005008) was submitted to the
Ministry of Energy by the Environmental Commissioner of Ontario in
August.The Applicant requested that the Ministers of MOE, MNR, and
MNDM review the need for a new policy, Comprehensive Land Use
Planning in the Northern Boreal (Area North of the Area of the
Undertaking for Commercial Forestry hereafter referred to as the far
north) before resource allocation decisions are made.

* In accordance with Section 62(1) of the Environmental Bill of Rights, the
Commissioner considers that ENERGY is an appropriate ministry to
review the matters raised in the application.

BRIEF SUMMARY OF AND COMMENT ON THE REVIEW REQUEST

¢ The Application recommends the completion of a comprehensive land
use strategy for the far north, before any resource allocation decisions
are made.

+« The Application is 7 pages in length. 29 attachments describe various
proposed Northern Ontario developments.

¢ The Application mentions the possible environmental risks of possible
future Northern Ontario energy projects, including the proposed, new
Manitoba — Southern Ontario electric transmission line, and possible
new hydro-electric projects.

+ The Application does not include a comprehensive summary of existing
regulatory processes. The Application does not mention Ontario’s
existing Environmental Protection Act, or Public Lands Act.



MINISTRY OF ENERGY'S STATEMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL VALUES

» The Statement of Environmental Values (“SEV") for the Ministry of
Energy (formerly the Ministry of Energy, Science and Technology) is
posted on the Environmental Bill of Rights web site.

e« The SEV includes the following statements:

¢ The Ministry’s mandate is to ensure that Ontarians have access to safe,
reliable and environmentally sustainable energy supplies at competitive

prices.

* The following strategic directions will guide the Ministry's activities:
Promotion of a safe, secure and competitively-priced supply

of energy;

Encouragement of environmentally sustainable energy
production and use;
Encouragement of efficient energy production and use and
conservation of energy ;

Promotion of a competitive energy market.

PRESENT REGULATORY SITUATION FOR ENERGY PROJECTS

» The proponent of a major Ontario electricity generation or transmission
project must submit applications under the following regulatory

authorities:
Regulatory Agency or Typical Public Public
Authority Ministry Time for Hearings? Participation?
Process
Ontario Ontario MOE 3to24 Yes Yes
Environmental months
Assessment
Act
(OReg116/01)
Canadian Canadian 24 months Yes
Environmental | Environmental
Assessment Assessment
Act (if falling Agency
under federal
jurisdiction)
IESO Ontario 24 months
Feasibility Independent
Study and Electricity
System Impact | Systems
Assessment Operator







