Ministry of Natural Resources 3
Corporate Managameni Division
& Fir Rm 6540 Whitney Block 29 Wellasley St. W

Toromto, ON MTA 1W3
Telephone: (416) 314-1939  Fax (416) 314-1801

MNovember 22, 2005

Gillian E. McEachern

Anna M. Baggio
: tment

Dear Ms. McEachern and Ms. Baggio:

The Ministry of Natural Resources (MNR) has completed its consideration of the
Environmental Bill of Rights application for review # R2005006. Enclosed please
find our notice of decision pursuant to section 70 of the Environmental Bill of
Rights.

MNR has considered the application in a preliminary way and has determined
that the public interest does not warrant a review of the matters raised in the
application.

In early 2005 MNR began exploring potential approaches for land use planning in
Ontario’s far north. MNR would welcome further discussion with you regarding
your ideas for a comprehensive land use planning strategy. | invite you to
contact Ray Pichette, Director Policy and Planning Coordination Branch, to
discuss how MNR can accommodate those discussions within the context of the
ongoing exercise to explore potential approaches for land use planning in the far
north.

If you have any questions regarding this decision notice please contact Ray
Pichette, Director Policy and Planning Coordination Branch, at (416) 314-1923.

Sincerely,

Lo/

David de Launay
Assistant Deputy Minister

C. Peter Lapp, Office of the Environmental Commissioner of Ontario
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Application for Review — Environmental Bill of Rights
File No. R2005006

Notice of Decision

Introduction

In accordance with Part IV of the Environmental Bill of Rights (EBR), the Ministry
of Natural Resources (MNR) has considered the application above in a
preliminary way to determine whether the public interest warrants undertaking a
review of the matters raised in the application.

This Notice of Decision has been prepared to fulfill the Ministry's obligations
under the EBR. The Act requires that the notice contain a brief statement of the
reasons for the decision and that it be sent to the applicants and the
Environmental Commissioner.

Brief Summary of the Review Request

On September 13, 2005 the Ministry of Natural Resources (MNR) received, from
the Environmental Commissioner, an application for review submitted under the
terms of Section 61 of the Environmental Bill of Rights (EBR). The letter from the
ECO stated that copies of the application were also sent to the ministries of
Northern Development and Mines, Energy and Environment.

The applicants have applied for a review of the need for new policy, specifically
comprehensive land use planning in Ontario's northern boreal (Morth of the Area
of the Undertaking as designated by the Declaration Order regarding the Ministry
of Natural Resources Class Environmental Assessment approval for forest
management on Crown lands in Ontario, hereafter referred to as the far north)
before resource allocation decisions are made. The applicants believe that the
current policies do not adequately protect the natural environment and that the
potential harm is great and irreversible. The applicants allege that existing
policies, such as the Northern Boreal Initiative, are inadequate and that the lack
of comprehensive land use planning for the far north is inconsistent with the
provincial biodiversity strategy by not adequately protecting species at risk such
as woodland caribou, lake sturgeon and wolverine.

The applicants also allege there are proposed and planned developments such
as the Clean Energy Transfer Initiative, potential waterpower opportunities,
coalbed methane exploration, mineral staking, prospecting and the Victor
Diamond Project that are serious threats to the environment. The applicants
assert ministries have not seriously considered their Statement of Environmental
Values (SEV) in making decisions regarding these projects.
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