Ontario

Ministry of Ministere du 933 Ramsey Lake Road 6" Floor
MNorthern Development Développement du Nord Sudbury Ontario P3E 6B5
and Mines et des Mines Telephone: (705) 670-5877

Facsimile: (705) 670-5818

November 25, 2005 MO05-0378

‘Ms Anna M. Bagaio

Dear Ms Baggio:

The Ministry of Northern Development and Mines (MNDM) has completed its preliminary
assessment of your application for a review under section 61 of the Environmental Bill of
Rights (EBR), 1993, the need for a new policy — Comprehensive Land Use Planning in the
Northern Boreal. After careful consideration of the information available and sections 67 and
68 of the EBR, MNDM has concluded that the public interest does not warrant a review.
Pursuant to section 70 of the EBR, attached is the Ministry's notice of decision.

MNDM believes that extensive provincial and federal safeguards are in place to ensure that
future mineral resource development in the Northern Boreal area will be adequately assessed
for potential environmental impact. In addition, since early 2005, the Ministry of Natural
Resources (MNR) has been exploring potential approaches for expanding land use planning
in the Far North. MNDM will continue working with MNR, and other ministries and
stakeholders, in developing and implementing an approach for expanding land use planning
in this region.

If you have any questions regarding this decision, please do not hesitate to call me at (705)
670-5877.

Sincerely,

Christine Kaszycki
Assistant Deputy Minister
Mines and Minerals Division

c: Gord Miller, Environmental Commissioner
Sue Herbert, Deputy Minister, MNDM



Notice of Decision

Application for Review — Environmental Bill of Rights
The Need for Northern Boreal Comprehensive Planning

Review Recommendation:

The Ministry of Northern Development and Mines (MNDM) has completed its
preliminary assessment of the application for a review. The decision on the
assessment of this application for review has been delegated to the Assistant Deputy
Minister (ADM), Mines and Minerals Division, MNDM. After careful consideration of
the information available and of sections 67 and 68 of the Environmental Bill of
Rights, 1993 (EBR), the ADM has concluded that the public interest does not warrant
a review.

Preliminary Assessment of the Application:

Applicants Request:

The applicants requested that the Ministries of Northern Development and Mines
(MNDM), Natural Resources (MMNR) and Environment (MOE) undertake a review of
the need for a new policy which would require comprehensive land use planning in the
Northern Boreal Region before decisions are made to allocate resources in the
region. The applicants define the Northern Boreal Region as the area north of the
land included in MNR's Class Environmental Assessment Approval for Forest
Management on Crown Lands in Ontario.

The applicants believe that the current government policies do not adequately protect
the natural environment. The applicants allege that existing policies, such as
Northern Boreal Initiative, are inadequate and that the lack of comprehensive land use
planning the far north is inconsistent with the provincial biodiversity strategy by not
adequately protecting species at risk such as woodland caribou, lake sturgeon and
wolverine.

The applicants also allege there are proposed and planned developments such as
mineral staking and prospecting and the Victor diamond project that are serious
threats to the environment. The applicants noted that 4,400 mining claims have been
staked in the northern boreal region. The applicants assert ministries have not
seriously considered their Statement of Environmental Values (SEV) in making
decisions regarding these projects.

The applicants provided 31 documents as evidence including fact sheets, reports,
presentations, radio transcripts, etc.
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